
 

 

Lincoln Avenue SSA #35-2015 

Commission Meeting Minutes 

April 12, 2018 9:00 a.m. 

Lincoln Station, 2432 N. Lincoln Ave. 

 

Commissioners Present: Kenneth Dotson, Mark Davis, Edda Coscioni, Benn Hamm  

Commissioners Absent: Kyle Silver 

LPCC Staff: Kim Schilf, Frank Kryzak, Bryan Biello 

Public Forum: Allan Mellis, Darwin Mintu, Malcolm Craig 

Alderman’s Office: Joanna Zaidan 

 

Call to Order 

I. Call to order by Dotson at 9:02 a.m.  

 

Approval of Minutes 

II. Dotson asked for and received approval of the minutes from the January 25, 2018 meeting.  

 

Motion to approve the January 25, 2018 meeting minutes. Motion seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

 

Public Forum 

I. Allan Mellis:  

a. Congratulated the commissioners for being reappointed to the SSA. 

b. Suggested the LPCC present the Lincoln Avenue Revitalization Strategy to the Steering 

Committee before revealing the plan to the public. 

c. Mentioned that he hasn’t heard anything about the Lurie Children’s Research building sale 

and redevelopment, but he is trying to find out more. 

d. Has been chatting with Alderman Smith to have her push for more open space on Lincoln 

Avenue in addition to the North Branch Corridor. 

Reports 

I. Financial (Davis) 

a. The budget is on track for the second quarter. 

b. We currently have about $270,000 in our accounts.  

 

Action Items 

I. 2017 Audit Presentation (Mintu) 

a. Darwin Mintu from Ripple Tax reviewed the audit standards with the commission and 
walked through the 2017 audit document.  

b. Mintu conducts the audit report for both SSA #23 and #35, as well as for the Lincoln Park 
Chamber of Commerce.  



 

 

c. Ripple Tax found the financial statements to be correct and no exceptions were noted in the 
report. 

Motion to approve the 2017 audit. Motion seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 
 

II. Pressure Washing Vendor Selection (Kryzak) 

a. Received three bids from pressure washing vendors: 

i. Pressure Washing Systems provided a cost estimate within our budget and is our 

previous vendor. 

ii. Pressure Washing Unlimited provided the highest cost estimate. 

iii. Quality Pressure Washing provided the lowest cost estimate. 

b. Pressure Washing Systems has increased their cost by about $300 from 2017, but has been a 

great vendor for the past several years. Kryzak recommends Pressure Washing Systems 

because of their great service in the past. 

 

Motion to approve Pressure Washing Systems as the 2018 pressure washing vendor. Motion seconded. Motion 

unanimously approved. 

 

III. Lincoln Avenue Revitalization Strategy Update (Dotson/Kryzak) 

a. Reviewed the implementation of the Revitalization Strategy.  
b. Kryzak and Schilf, in conjunction with the Alderman’s office, have had a few meetings with 

CDOT about the following items: 
i. Updating the intersection at both Lincoln and Montana and Lincoln and Altgeld to 

include red stamped brick paving. 
ii. Having CDOT design new crosswalk markings that incorporate the Lincoln Park 

Chamber of Commerce (LPCC) logo that can be installed at the Wrightwood, 
Fullerton, and Webster intersections on Lincoln. 

iii. Paving the parkway and the corners with red stamped brick at the Lincoln, Belden, 
and Orchard intersection so the LPCC can activate these spaces in 2019 with street 
furniture, planters, and public art. 

iv. Determining a way to mount wayfinding signs on light poles along Lincoln Avenue 
and Clark Street and eventually throughout the neighborhood. 

v. Surveying, designing, and installing Lincoln Park identifiers on select light poles 
along Lincoln and Clark. 

vi. Planning for future improvements underneath the L near Lincoln and Wrightwood 
(lighting, safety, and pedestrian friendly improvements.) 

vii. Improving the alley behind McDonald’s between Lincoln and Fullerton because a 
lot of pedestrians use it to cut through to get to the L.  

viii. Dotson asked about the art installation on the McCaffrey property. Craig has been 
working with Adam Gypalo from the Alderman’s office to move the project ahead, 
but it appears to be a delay on the artist’s end.  

IV. Façade Improvement Rebate Program Update (Kryzak) 



 

 

a. Currently applicants are allowed to receive only a 25% rebate for signage and/or awnings 
instead of the 50% rebate that is awarded for other façade improvements. 

b. We are proposing to increase the rebate percentage to 50% for signage and awnings. 
i. The maximum allowable rebate for signs and awnings will remain at $5,000. 

ii. Most signage and awning quotes are generally not more than $10,000, so a 
$5,000 maximum rebate amount makes sense. 

c. Hamm asked if there’s a way to try to make sure the signage that is being installed has some 
sort of control or basic requirements, so it does not look bad.  

Motion to approve updating the 2018 façade rebate program to allow for a 50% rebate for signage and/or 
awnings. Motion seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

New Business  

V. Program Manager Report (Kryzak) 

a. Public Way Aesthetics 

i. Landscaping – Christy Webber 

1. The summer flowers for hanging baskets have been ordered already and 

they will be installed toward the end of May. 

ii. Street Cleaning – Cleanstreet 

1. They are back to cleaning sidewalks and emptying trash cans five times a 

week. 

iii. Snow removal – Christy Webber 

1. Our snow removal contract for this year is live through April 15th. 

2. As a reminder, we have a 1” tolerance contract, which means that crews 

should be deployed for any snow that is predicted (or actually) over 1”. 

Crews will NOT be deployed for any snow event less than 1”.  

3. Commissioners asked to be better about clearing snow around the fire 

hydrants in the future. 

iv. Sidewalk infrastructure 

1. Later in the spring, we will be doing another assessment of infrastructure 

needs along Lincoln.  

VI. Events and Marketing Report (Biello) 

a. Safety Seminar Recap 
i. Received great information from the presenters, but the attendance wasn’t very 

good. There were about seven attendees. 
b. Spring Zing with Lincoln Central Association 

i. The LPCC will have a booth at Spring Zing on Saturday, June 2.  
c. There is a Lincoln Avenue community meeting regarding the Lincoln Avenue Revitalization 

Strategy that is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, May 22. More details will be forthcoming. 
d. Upcoming LPCC Events 

i. New Member Orientation 
1. Tuesday, April 17, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.  



 

 

2. LPCC Office, 1925 N. Clybourn 
ii. April Business After Hours 

1. Wednesday, April 25, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
2. Old Grounds Social, 950 W. Wrightwood 

iii. Lincoln Park Uncorked: An Armitage-Halsted Wine Stroll  
1. Thursday, May 10, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
2. Check-in at Bridgeview Bank, 1970 N. Halsted 

iv. LPCC – We’re Listening 
1. Industry specific roundtable for LPCC members. 
2. Next one is scheduled for the week of May 14 and will focus on the Health & 

Wellness Industry.  
VII. Economic Development (Kryzak) 

a. Newly opened: 

i. 7 Plates (2221 N. Lincoln) 

ii. Dog Haus (2464 N. Lincoln) 

b. Developments: 

i. McCaffery/Hines Lincoln Common is building a new floor every four days and 
glass/windows are being added soon after. 

ii. Elevate is nearly finished and already has tenants moving in. 
iii. The Duet development at Lincoln and Montana is progressing quickly. 
iv. The development at 2670 N. Lincoln, a proposed TOD project, was once again 

rejected. 
v. The 7-Eleven at 2710 N. Lincoln has been sold to a developer, but the Alderman’s 

office is trying to find out more information about what’s planned. 
vi. Parsons Chicken and Fish is working on obtaining permits. 

c. Former John Barleycorn space is still tied up in legal issues, but they are speaking to 
restaurants who may take over that space. More details to come. 

d. Clarke’s diner will be looking at new tenants soon. They too are settling some legal issues 
around the death of the owner. 

e. Urban Alchemy has been in touch with us about opening a space on the southeast corner of 
Diversey and Lincoln to open in July. It’s a coffee shop and eastern medicine type store. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting. Motion seconded. Unanimously approved. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:21 a.m. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Bryan Biello. 


