
Clark Street SSA #23  

Meeting Minutes 

February 7, 2018 | 4:00 p.m. 

Basil Leaf Café | 2465 N Clark 

 

Commissioners Present: Holly Lodarek, Peigi Jean-Blanc, Steve Quick, Chris Ramsey, Cathy Gallanis 

Commissioners Absent: Jim Kroeger 

LPCC Staff: Kim Schilf, Frank Kryzak, Bryan Biello 

43rd Ward Alderman’s Office:  Alderman Smith, Shelia Pacione 

Public Forum:  

 

Call to Order 

I. Call to order by Jean-Blanc at 4:02 p.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

II. Jean-Blanc asked for and received approval of the minutes from the November 15, 2017 

Commission meeting. 

 

Motion to approve November 15, 2017 minutes. Motion seconded. Unanimously approved. 

 

Public Forum 

III. Smith and Pacione discussed the upcoming water main project.  

1. NPL is the contractor doing the work. CTR Water supervises NPL and the work they 

do. Kryzak is already in touch with NPL and CTR.  

2. The project is scheduled to start at Dickens and Clark and will work north a few 

blocks at a time, ending at Clark and St. James. 

3. The construction crews will stage some of their equipment on sidewalks and begin 

coring along the street to check on utilities soon. 

4. There will be planned water shut-offs, but every residence and business will receive 

advance notice before they occur. 

5. The crew will generally work from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., depending on weather 

delays. The project will last roughly 2 to 3 months.  

6. When they are done, CDOT will be re-paving and enhancing Clark Street, including adding 

some bumpouts and other pedestrian and bicyclist enhancements. 

Reports 

IV. Financial Report (Schilf) 

1. We should see some income in March as the first installment of property tax notices 

are going out in February.  

 

New Business  

V. Vendor Overview (Kryzak)  

1. Litter Abatement – Cleanslate 

i. Out currently 3 days a week and service has been satisfactory. 
ii. Gallanis commented that she’s noticed some debris on the sidewalks. Kryzak 

will mention it to Cleanslate. 

2. Landscaping – Brightview 

i. Winter plantings have looked good. 

ii. Right now, the planters at 2050 N. Clark have been removed due to 

construction. 



iii. Kryzak has located the planters and they should be re-installed by the 

developer by the time summer plantings are ready to be installed in late May/ 

early June. 

3. Snow Removal – Christy Webber 

i. Doing a good job, but they need to come back through the sidewalks with a 

shovel after the plow passes. 

ii. They should also shovel the corners and by fire hydrants as they have in the 

past. Kryzak will talk to Christy Webber about this. 

VI. 2018 Budget Overview (Kryzak) 

1. The budget is fairly similar to the 2017 budget. Some items of note include: 
i. The special events line item has decreased slightly from last year. 
ii. We have funded decorative banners this year, which will come from 

recommendations from the Wayfinding Plan. 
iii. The wayfinding and signage line item will be used to fund recommendations 

from the Lincoln Park Wayfinding Plan. 
iv. There are some funds in the economic impact study line item to have a 

consultant conduct a PIN report for the properties in the SSA. This is a best 
practice in order to ensure we are receiving the correct amount of funding for 
the SSA.  

VII. Wayfinding Plan Update (Kryzak / Schilf) 

1. The LPCC and key stakeholders have reviewed wayfinding designs and Lakota has 
provided an updated version of the Wayfinding Plan. 

2. The plan is not final, but the commissioners reviewed to make sure the look/feel of 
the plan is heading in the right direction.  

3. We have gone through many iterations of the plan and it is not quite up to our 
standards yet, but we are working closely with the Lakota Group and have made 
great strides. 

4. Commissioners really like where the plan is headed. 

5. Provided information about the Vamonde app and how it provides stories and 
adventures around neighborhoods within Chicago.  

VIII. Façade Rebate Guidelines Update 

1. Currently, the guidelines for the Façade Rebate Program state, “no property owner or 
business can receive more than one grant in three calendar years from disbursement 
of the original grant.”  

2. Proposing to remove this language as it is an unnecessary handicap for the street. In 
many cases there are people who own multiple buildings, and we shouldn’t be 
hampering the possibility of beautifying the district just because some people may 
own multiple buildings or businesses. 

Motion to approve updates to the Façade Rebate guidelines. Motion seconded. Motion unanimously 
approved. 

IX. Program Manager’s Report (Kryzak) 

1. Snow Removal 

i. The 2017-18 snow removal contract is live through April. 
ii. As a reminder, there is a 1” tolerance, which means that crews should be 

deployed for any snow that is predicted (or actually) over 1”. Crews will NOT 
be deployed for any snow event less than 1”.  

2. Sidewalk Cleaning 

i. Crews are out 3 times per week picking up litter and emptying trash bins. 
ii. Cleanslate has lowered their most recent invoice per our agreement because 

Kryzak saw they weren’t wearing our branded vests one morning. 



iii. A recycling bin was damaged at the southern end of the SSA on the west 
side of the street, we have ordered a new one. 

3. Landscaping 

i. The winter displays look good. 
ii. A few weeks ago, we sat down with Brightview and picked our summer 

flower palette. 
iii. Novak construction removed 4 of our planters from the sidewalk in front of 

2050 N. Clark. 
1. Kryzak has been in contact with them and Brightview. Novak will re-

install them in June when the project is finishing up. 

4. Holiday decorations 

i. Holiday decorations have been removed. The process went relatively 
smoothly this year. 

ii. Kryzak has ordered ComEd to turn the electricity off for the time being until 
we use the festoon lighting again. 

iii. Gallanis suggested using bigger lights next year because the garland hid 

some strands of lights. 

5. Façade Rebate Program 

i. The 2018 façade rebate application is now open. 
ii. As a reminder, SSA commissioners are eligible to apply for a façade rebate. 
iii. We continue to communicate with new business owners, commercial 

brokers, and landlords about this program. Kryzak will be delivering 

applications in person to businesses in February. 

6. Security Rebate Program 

i. The 2018 application is open. 
ii. Kryzak has delivered information about the programs to businesses in 

November and will continue to do outreach. 
iii. We are working to plan another safety seminar on Clark Street this April. 

7. Commissioners 

i. There are currently 3 vacant commissioner spots to fill. Commissioners 

should contact Kryzak with any suggestions they may have.  

X. Marketing and Events (Biello) 

1. Events  

i. Safety Outreach 

1. We are working to schedule a safety seminar at a restaurant on Clark 

Street sometime in April. More details will be available soon.  

ii. Cravings on Clark 

1. Scheduled for Wednesday, June 13 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  

2. The route will once again, run from Fullerton to Diversey and east on 

Diversey to Lakeview. 

3. We’re hoping to host the check-in again at HopCat – Chicago. 

4. Looking to enhance the event some this year. In the next few weeks, 

Biello will be connecting with bars on the route to see if they’d be 

willing to provide beer samples in addition to food samples.  

iii. Art on Clark Opening Night Party 

1. Plan to host again in July. We will begin working on details later this 

month. 

2. The target date for the event is Tuesday, July 17. 

iv. Spooktacular 

1. The 10th annual Spooktacular will be held on Sunday, October 28, 

2018 from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  

2. We plan to host the costume contest again at HopCat – Chicago. 

3. The LPCC and our event contractor, Big Buzz Idea Group, reviewed 

the past several years of this event and we have decided to eliminate 



the Scarecrows on Parade portion of this event due to low business 

participation.  

a. 2017 was the lowest participation rate with only 13 

businesses participating, down from 18 in 2016 and over 20 

in 2015.   

b. We are looking into hosting a small window decorating 

competition among merchants that wouldn’t involve public 

voting.  

v. LPCC Events 

1. Savor Lincoln Park 2018 

a. Was held Tuesday, January 23, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at iO 

Theater, 1501 N. Kingsbury.  

b. Thank you to Gallanis for donating wine on behalf of 

Chicago Pizza and Oven Grinder and to Ramsey for pouring 

tea from TeaGschwendner. 

2. Business After Hours 

a. Thursday, February 22, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

b. Blue Door Farm Stand, 2010 N. Halsted 

3. Coffee Connection 

a. Wednesday, March 14, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 

b. Roy’s Furniture, 2455 N. Sheffield 

4. Sharing Success: Women in Business 

a. Wednesday, March 21, 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. 

b. Boelter Foodservice Design, 1071 W. Division 

XI. Economic Development Report (Kryzak) 

1. Items of note: 

i. Recently Closed: 

1. Lincoln Park Stadium (2423 N. Clark) 

ii. Recently Opened: 

1. Number 7 (2485 N. Clark) 

iii. Coming Soon 

1. L&L Academy expansion  

2. Developments: 

i. 2050 N. Clark has commenced demolition. Kryzak has been in touch with 

Karen from Novak construction and will reach out again soon to get an 

update on the timeline. They are on track to finish in June. 

ii. 2036 N. Clark (former parking garage) had significant delays with demolition 

because of keeping the four walls of the structure and the weather, but they 

hope to be completed by mid to late summer.  

3. Business milestones: 

i. TeaGschwendner will be celebrating it’s 50th anniversary in May.    

 

Meeting Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting. Motion seconded. Unanimously approved. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 5:44 p.m. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Bryan Biello. 


