
 

 

Lincoln Avenue SSA #35-2015 

Commission Meeting Minutes 

January 26, 2021 | 9:00 a.m. 

Zoom Video Call 

 

Commissioners Present: Benn Hamm, Kevin Greco, Kenneth Dotson, Mark Davis, Malcolm Craig, Edda 

Coscioni 

Commissioners Absent:  

LPCC Staff: Jessica Wobbekind, Kim Schilf, Bryan Biello 

Public Forum: Allan Mellis, Tiffany Jozwiak, Mike Hochhauser  

Alderman’s Office: McKay Murphy, Joanna Zaidan 

 

Call to Order 

I. Called to order by Dotson at 9:06 a.m.  

 

Approval of Minutes 

II. Dotson asked for and received approval of the minutes from the November 12, 2020 meeting.  

 

Motion to approve the November 12, 2020 meeting minutes. Motion seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

Public Forum 

I. Allan Mellis: 

1. Asked about what impact that SSA has had on Lincoln Avenue businesses. 

i. Wobbekind discussed the marketing rebate and health and sanitation rebate 

programs and how the SSA has supported the businesses. She also discussed 

Feast on Lincoln and the hope to host some outdoor programming later this year. 

  

Reports 

III. Financial Report (Davis) 

1. Used the majority of funds in each line item in the 2020 budget. 

2. We haven’t yet received the first installment of the tax levy for the 2021 budget. 

 

New Business 

IV. Officer Elections (Wobbekind) 

1. Proposed slate of nominees: 

i. Kenneth Dotson, resident, for Chair 

ii. Mark Davis, City Home Vacuum, for Treasurer 

iii. Edda Coscioni, Salon Edda, for Secretary 

  

Motion to approve Kenneth Dotson as Chair, Mark Davis as Treasurer, and Edda Coscioni as Secretary. Motion 

seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

V. 2021 Workplan (Wobbekind) 

1. Reviewed the 2021 workplan that was approved in July 2020. There were some budget 

adjustments that needed to be made for sidewalk maintenance and landscaping. This was 

approved in the September 2020 meeting, but since the contracts are in effect for 2021, the 

commissioners need to approve. 

 

Motion to approve moving $2,000 from line item 2.05 (Streetscape Elements) to line item 2.08 (Sidewalk 

Maintenance) in the 2021 budget. Motion seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 

 



 

 

Motion to approve moving $7,000 from line item 2.05 (Streetscape Elements) to line item 2.02 (Landscaping) in 

the 2021 budget. Motion seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

 

VI. Program Manager’s Report  

1. Contracts 

i. The snow removal contract with Christy Webber is in effect as of November 1.  

a. Not counting today, there have been 2 small snow events so far this season 

and removal was pretty good. There were two issues on Lincoln but Christy 

Webber was responsive and took care of the issues quickly.  

ii. Cleanslate’s 2021 contract is now in effect. The litter abatement crew, is on their 

winter schedule and are currently out Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday.  

2. Chicago Sculpture Exhibit Sponsorship 

i. Each year the SSA sponsors a sculpture with the LPCC on Lincoln Avenue. Due to 

the decreased income for the LPCC, we are proposing that the SSA contribute 

more, possibly the full amount this year, since it was a tough year and the SSA can 

help to support it. 

 

Motion to approve moving $2,500 from line 2.05 (streetscape elements) to line 2.06 (public art) to co-sponsor with 

the LPCC a sculpture on Lincoln Avenue as part of the Chicago Sculpture Exhibit program. Motion seconded. 

Motion unanimously approved. 

 

3. Rebates Programs 

i. In 2020, 13 marketing rebates and 22 health and sanitation rebates were awarded. 

We recommend reinstating the program this winter with a deadline of March 31. If 

approved, it would be marketed after this meeting with emails and door to door. 

ii. Businesses who applied last year could apply again this year. 

 

Motion to approve moving $7,500 from line item 2.05 (Streetscape Elements) to line item 2.13 (Health and 

Sanitation Rebate Program) to reinstate the health and sanitation rebate program. Motion seconded. Motion 

unanimously approved. 

 

Motion to approve moving $5,500 from line item 2.05 (Streetscape Elements) to line item 1.10 (Marketing Rebate 

Program) to reinstate the marketing rebate program. Motion seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

4. Under L Improvements 

i. Met with Alderman Smith on Monday to discuss this project.  

ii. Before Kryzak left, he secured a Use Agreement with the CTA to get a mural and 

new fencing on the CTA substation.  

iii. So that we can continue supporting businesses as much as possible, we 

recommend starting on only some elements of the project this year, instead of all 

projects at once. We recommend moving forward now with the mural on the CTA 

substation. 

iv. Wobbekind will be re-issuing an RFP to a larger swath of artists, as previous mural 

proposals were not the best. 

v. Wobbekind and Schilf will be meeting next week with the contractor about the 

fencing around the substation and will have more information after that meeting.  

 

Motion to approve the funding of a mural on the CTA substation in an amount not to exceed $10,000 from line 

2.05 (streetscape elements). Motion seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

5. Feast on Lincoln  



 

 

i. This program was a great success last year and we would like to support 

businesses on the street by hosting again this year, which would require financial 

support from the SSA.  

ii. We are requesting the same amount of funding as in 2020.  

iii. Coscioni wanted to know what would happen if restaurants can open with a larger 

capacity or full capacity. Would outdoor dining be needed?  

a. Schilf noted that the $40,000 would only cover about 6 weeks of the 

event, so we would monitor what the regulations are and if we need to go 

longer we are hoping to secure more sponsorship and funding to support 

the program.  

iv. Dotson wanted to know if we can support businesses south of Fullerton. 

a. Schilf commented that we will be working with DCASE to try and include 

more businesses from outside the Feast on Lincoln footprint finding 

creative solutions to showcase more SSA businesses, not just 

restaurants. 

b. Zaidan mentioned the Aldermen is considering allowing expanded dining 

for individual restaurants using the same permit that Feast would have.  

 

Motion to approve moving $5,000 from line 2.05 (Streetscape Elements) to line 1.02 (Special Events). Motion 

seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

Motion to approve funding of $40,000 from line 1.02 (Special Events) to support Feast on Lincoln this Spring 

and/or Summer. Motion seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

6. Wayfinding Signage  

i. We’ve developed a plan for what to be included on the signs, to prevent them from 

becoming outdated if businesses close.  

ii. Edits have been sent to the designer and we are working through another round of 

edits. 

iii. These signs are expected to be installed in the Spring. 

7. Lincoln Alley Make Way for People Project 

i. We are still waiting for a letter of support from a condo building to move forward 

with the permit. Wobbekind is working on this. 

8. Façade Rebate 

i. Verzenay has applied and been approved for a façade rebate to redo the façade of 
the new space they are moving into at 2507 N. Lincoln. They also qualify and 
applied for a $5,000 signage rebate, which requires some additional funding in the 
line item of the budget. We are waiting to hear back from them.  

 

VII. Marketing and Events (Biello) 

1. All of our programming will continue to be virtual or promotional through at least the first 
quarter of 2021, likely the first half of 2021. 

2. We are exploring options for some outdoor programming in the second half of the year, 

particularly in the alley. 

3. If anyone has any ideas to help the north end of the SSA, please send those to Biello. 

4. LPCC Updates & Programs: 

i. Business After Hours featuring Geja’s Cafe 
Thursday, February 4 | 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. 

ii. Wellness Wednesday Lunch Break: Healthy @ Home 

Wednesday, February 10 | 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

iii. Virtual Coffee & Commerce with SBAC, Lincoln Park, and Lakeview Roscoe 

Village Chambers 

Wednesday, February 17 | 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 



 

 

 

VIII. Commissioner Comments and Questions  

1. Davis mentioned that he appreciates the approach the SSA is taking to balance streetscape 

elements and finding ways to support businesses directly during this challenging time.  

 

Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting. Motion seconded. Unanimously approved. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Bryan Biello. 


