
 

 

2023 Legislative Agenda  
 

CITY OF CHICAGO & COOK COUNTY: 
● BUSINESS CLIMATE 

o Support liability protections for businesses and employers from COVID related 
litigation 

o Support open-source data for government and business transparency 
o Support programs that spur economic growth through collective leveraging of 

funds through public / private partnerships 
o Support recognition, promotion and incentives for Cultural Institutions including 

museums, theatres, music venues, galleries and more 
o Support needs of members to operate effectively through necessary and 

appropriate zoning changes, liquor licensing and other operational 
requirements controlled through government 

o Support legislation that eliminates restrictions that prevent entrepreneurial 
residents from starting and operating home-based businesses 

o Support Choose Chicago efforts to drive traffic to Chicago’s iconic 
neighborhoods and institutions 

o Continue to work with the Small Business Advocacy Council on their efforts, 
including: 

▪ Support policies that reduce vacancies in local business districts 
▪ Cut red tape for small businesses and property owners 

 
● PUBLIC SAFETY 

o Advocate for more resources, including more police patrols, in Lincoln Park 
o Advocate for a return to the $300 retail theft threshold for felony prosecution 
o Advocate for transparency from law enforcement and judiciary branches 
o Support electronic monitoring only in the cases of non-violent offenders    
o Advocate for the expansion of the CARES pilot program and CIT training of 

police officers 
 

● TRANSPORTATION 
o Oppose 24-hour Residential Permit Parking and/or its expansion into 

unregulated areas or the lengthening of restricted hours in existing zones 
o Support reinstating Sunday parking meter fees to encourage turnover at local 

businesses 
o Support and advocate for enacting a Business Permit Parking license 
o Support comprehensive planning for transportation, parking and traffic 

initiatives  
o Support and advocate for upgrades to and expansion of infrastructure in regard 

to the Lincoln Yards Development 
o Support promotion of pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly planning and policy 

solutions 
o Support public transportation, pedestrian, and bicycle-friendly environments in 

regards to the North Lake Shore Drive Reconstruction project 
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● ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT 
o Monitor and stay involved in the implementation and development of the 

Lincoln Yards development 
o Monitor proposals for zoning changes in business corridors in Lincoln Park to 

ensure business input is considered 
o Monitor proposals for new residential construction / conversions and support 

proposals that will be helpful to local businesses 
o Monitor proposals for liquor license moratoriums and applications 
o Support transit-oriented development within TOD zones to add residents and 

discourage automobile ownership 
 

● TAX REVENUE & BUDGET MANAGEMENT 
o Encourage and support analysis and planning for the Chicago pension challenges 
o Encourage and support analysis and planning for fair property tax assessments 
o Oppose new taxes on businesses to balance other budgetary needs 
o Monitor effect of property tax increases on small businesses 
o Support the ordinance to waive Public Way Use permit fees for SSAs and allow 

Chambers to apply for “blanket permits” in SSA districts. 
o Monitor developments in legislation to enable Business Improvement Districts  

 
STATE OF ILLINOIS: 

● BUSINESS CLIMATE 
o Support an improved and transparent business grant program to help Lincoln 

Park’s small and independent businesses recover 
o Support job creation and education programming to encourage positive 

economic growth and an expanded workforce 
o Work with the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 

Bureau of Tourism to advocate for promotional opportunities, grants and other 
financial resources that support our hospitality members and showcase Lincoln 
Park as a tourist destination 

 
● PUBLIC SAFETY 

o Support The Safer Communities and Small Business Act, a bill created to reduce 
recidivism and grow the workforce through a grant program for businesses who 
hire returning citizens. 
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● TRANSPORTATION 
o Support efforts by the Regional Transportation Authority to develop long-term 

funding solutions 
o Support development and funding for mass transit solutions that support 

Lincoln Park residents and the neighborhood’s reputation as a destination for 
tourists 

 
● ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT 

o Support legislation that encourages transparent government 
 

● TAX REVENUE & BUDGET MANAGEMENT 
o Oppose legislation that unduly shifts State tax burdens to small businesses 

 
**In addition to working as an advocate on behalf of members, LPCC will keep members 
informed of issues that will affect their businesses and share opportunities and initiatives to 
participate in advocacy efforts 
**LPCC will continue to stay in communication with elected officials and keep them updated on 
small business issues and concerns.   
 


